
Quick Scale: Grade 1 Writing from Experience 
 

Aspect Not Yet 
Within 

Expectations 

Minimally 
Meets 

Expectations 

Fully Meets 
Expectations 

Exceeds 
Expectations 

Meaning 
-ideas and 
information 
-details 
 
 

My picture 
reminds me of 
my story, but my 
story might 
change as I tell 
it. 
 

My story stays 
the same, but 
only some parts 
of my story go 
with my picture. 

My story 
matches my 
picture.  I have 
used words to 
tell about my 
picture. 

I write long and 
detailed stories. 

Style 
-clarity and 
variety of 
language 
-description 
 

I use one long 
sentence or lots 
of short 
sentences. 
 

I use frame 
sentences that 
we have used in 
class.  I like to 
write the same 
thing everyday. 
 

I like to add my 
own words to 
frame sentences 
we’ve used in 
class. 

I like to use 
interesting 
words.  I try to 
use new ideas in 
my writing. 

Form 
-follows models 
or examples 
-sequence 
 
 
 
 

I like someone 
else to write my 
story as I tell it to 
them.  
Sometimes I add 
letters to my 
pictures. 
 
 
 
 

I like to tell my 
story through my 
picture.  I might 
print a few letters 
or words. 

I can print my 
story.  I add a 
picture about my 
printing.  I use 
the same ideas 
we have used in 
class. 

All of my 
sentences are 
about the same 
thing and in an 
order that makes 
sense.  I use the 
same ideas we 
have used in 
class and some 
of my own ideas. 
 

Conventions 
-capitals and 
small letters 
-spelling 
-use of phonics 
-punctuation 
-spacing 
-legibility 

I use all capital 
letters.  I spell 
the first letter of 
the word.  I don’t 
use periods.  
Someone else 
helps me write 
down my ideas. 
 

I use mostly 
capital letters.  I 
spell some 
everyday words.  
I sound out most 
of the words I 
want to write, but 
sometimes I 
need help.  I 
sometimes use 
periods (stop 
signs).  
Sometimes my 
printing is easy 
to read. 

I usually use 
capital and small 
letters.  I spell 
many everyday 
words.  I can 
sound out new 
words.  I often 
use periods (stop 
signs).  My 
printing is easy 
to read and I put 
spaces between 
most of my 
words. 

I use capital and 
small letters.  I 
can spell most 
everyday words.  
I use words I 
already know to 
help me spell 
new words.  I 
always use 
periods (stop 
signs) and 
sometimes I use 
exclamation, 
question and 
quotation marks.  
My printing is 
easy to read. 
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